
OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICES 
 

SACRIFICE   ELEMENTS RITUAL PURPOSE 
Burnt Offering 

(olah= goes 
up= smoke) 

[Lev.1; 6:8-13; 
8:18-21; 

16:24].  

Bull, ram, male bird 
(dove or young 

pigeon for the poor); 
without defect; must 

be totally burned. 

The worshipper brings the sacrifice to 
the front of the Tabernacle; places his 

hands on the animal’s head; slaughters 
it; cuts it in pieces and washes them. 

Then, he takes the animal’s blood and 
the body to the priest. Some blood is 

sprinkled on the altar; the animal is 
burned. This is the only offering where 
the whole animal is burned; the priest 

receives the hide. 

Voluntary - expression of 
commitment, devotion & 

surrender to God. The only 
beneficiary of the offering is 

God. 

Cereal/Grain 
Offering [Lev.2; 

6:14-23].  

Offering from the 
harvest= grain, fine 

flour, olive oil, baked 
bread (cake/wafers) 
+ incense, seasoned 

with salt- no yeast or 
honey.  Offering was 

pan fried. 

Worshipper brings the prepared offering 
to Tabernacle entrance. Part is burned; 

the priests (sons of Aaron) keep the rest. 

Voluntary- devotion to God 
in recognition of His 

goodness & provision. It 
often is offered with the 
burnt or peace offering. 

Both God and the priests 
benefit from the offering. 

Well-
being/Peace 

(shalom)/ 
Fellowship 

Offering [Lev.3; 
7:11-34]-  

Animal without 
defect; a variety of 

breads. 

The worshipper offers the sacrifice (as 
with the burnt offering) & gives its blood 
& body to the priest who sprinkles blood 

7 times on the veil in front of the Holy 
Place & on the altar of incense.  The rest 

he pours at the base of the altar. Then, 
he burns the blood, fat, & kidneys to God    

The priest shares the breast & right 

Voluntary- to express love 
and gratitude to God for His 
goodness and to draw close 

to Him- thanksgiving & 
fellowship.  God, the priests, 

and worshipper, plus his 
family and friends, benefit.  

God is host of this 



shoulder with the donor & his 
family/friends, often in a common meal. 

The rest is burned outside the camp. 

celebration because the 
worshipper offered it to 

God, and He gave it back.  
Sin/ 

Purification  
Offering 

* [Lev.4:1-5:13; 
6:24-30; 8:14-
17; 16:3-22]-  

For priest or 
congregation= young 

bull,  
For leader = male 

goat,  
For a common 

person = female 
goat/lamb, 

For a poor person = 
dove/pigeon, 

For a very poor 
person =1/10th ephah 

of fine flour. 

The procedure is like that above. The 
blood, tail, and fat were burned on the 
altar; the priests (sons of Aaron) must 

eat all of it in the Tabernacle courtyard 
on the day it was offered or the day 

after, but any that was brought into the 
Tabernacle to make atonement could 

not be eaten; it had to be totally burned 
outside the camp with the dung and skin. 

Priests symbolized holiness, so they 
could nullify sin by consuming the 

sacrifice.  Holiness swallowed 
impurity/life defeated death. 

Mandatory atonement for 
unintentional sin ** 

generally against God; it 
was offered to purify one 

who had committed a 
breach of God’s 

commandments & to 
cleanse the sanctuary from 
defilement. The wrongdoer 

had to confess & repent. 
God and priest benefited. 

Guilt/Trespass/
Repayment/ 

Reparation 
Offering* 

[Lev.5:14-6:7; 
7:1-6]  

Unblemished ram or 
lamb + restitution 

(cash equivalent of 
what was taken/ 

harmed) + 20%  
(twice the tithe 

amount). 

The same rules as with the sin offering 
apply to the reparation sacrifice ritual, 

but restitution also was required.  

Mandatory atonement for 
unintentional sin**- 

Confession, repentance, 
sacrifice & restitution (20%) 

were required to receive 
forgiveness & cleanse the 

sanctuary from defilement. 
God, priest, and wronged 

person were benefited. 

 
* The sin and guilt offerings were a means of atonement (kippur= to ransom by means of a substitute). 
** Unintentional sin = forget to carry out a law (eating first fruits or shearing firstborn sheep) or ignorance of the law.   


