
Preschool Books About Black History

Month



Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea written by Meena Harris

and illustrated by Ana Ramírez González

A beautiful, empowering picture book about two sisters who work with their

community to effect change, inspired by a true story from the childhood of the

author’s aunt, Kamala Harris, and mother, lawyer and policy expert Maya Harris.

Ages 4-8



Swimmy by Leo Lionni

Deep in the sea lives a happy school of fish. Their watery world is full of

wonders, but there is also danger, and the little fish are afraid to come out of

hiding . . . until Swimmy comes along. Swimmy shows his friends how—with ingenuity

and team work—they can overcome any danger. Ages 3-7



I am Brave: A Little Book About Martin Luther King, Jr
written by Brad Meltzer and illustrated by Christopher

Eliopoulos

This friendly, fun biography series focuses on the traits that made our

heroes great—the traits that kids can aspire to in order to live heroically

themselves. In this new board book format, the very youngest readers can learn

about one of America's icons in the series's signature lively, conversational way.

The short text focuses on drawing inspiration from these iconic heroes, and

includes an interactive element and factual tidbits that young kids will be able to

connect with. This volume tells the story of Martin Luther King, Jr., the civil rights

leader. Ages 2-5



I Have a Dream by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,

illustrator Kadir Nelson

From Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s daughter, Dr. Bernice A. King: “My

father’s dream continues to live on from generation to generation, and this

beautiful and powerful illustrated edition of his world-changing "I Have a Dream"

speech brings his inspiring message of freedom, equality, and peace to the

youngest among us—those who will one day carry his dream forward for everyone.”

On August 28, 1963, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on

Washington, Martin Luther King gave one of the most powerful and memorable

speeches in our nation's history. His words, paired with Caldecott Honor winner

Kadir Nelson's magnificent paintings, make for a picture book certain to be

treasured by children and adults alike. The themes of equality and freedom for all

are not only relevant today, 50 years later, but also provide young readers with an

important introduction to our nation's past. Ages 4-8



Salt in His Shoes: Michael Jordan in Pursuit of a
Dream by Deloris Jordan with Roslyn M. Jordan,

illustrator Kadir Nelson

The mere mention of the name conjures up visions of basketball played at its

absolute best. But as a child, Michael almost gave up on his hoop dreams, all

because he feared he’d never grow tall enough to play the game that would one day

make him famous. That’s when his mother and father stepped in and shared the

invaluable lesson of what really goes into the making of a champion—patience,

determination, and hard work. Ages 4-8



I am Strong: A Little Book About Rosa Parks by Brad

Meltzer, illustrated by Christopher Eliopouslos

This volume tells the story of Rosa Parks, the woman who ignited a civil

rights movement. Ages 2-5



Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman

Grace loves stories, whether they're from books, movies, or the kind her

grandmother tells. So when she gets a chance to play a part in Peter Pan, she knows

exactly who she wants to be. Remarkable watercolor illustrations give full

expression to Grace's high-flying imagination. Age 4-8



The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles

This is the true story of an extraordinary 6-year-old who helped shape

history when she became the first African-American sent to first grade in an all

white school. This moving book captures the courage of a little girl standing alone

in the face of racism. Ages 4-8



All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold, illustrated by

Suzanne K. Kaufman

ALL ARE WELCOME follows kids through their school day, activities, and

homes while repeating the message that, no matter their race, family makeup,

clothes, religion, or ability, everyone belongs. The kids arrive to school on foot, in a

wheelchair, in a taxi, and eat foods from their diverse cultures for lunch. Ages

4-8



Rosa by Nikki Giovanni, illustrated by Bryan Collier

Fifty years after her refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama,

city bus, Rosa Parks is still one of the most important figures in the American civil

rights movement. This tribute to Rosa Parks is a celebration of her courageous

action and the events that followed. Award-winning poet, writer, and activist Nikki

Giovanni’s evocative text combines with Bryan Collier’s striking cut-paper images to

retell the story of this historic event from a wholly unique and original perspective.

Ages 4–8



Coretta Scott by Ntozake Shange, illustrated by Kadir

Nelson

Walking many miles to school in the dusty road, young Coretta knew, too well,

the unfairness of life in the segregated south. A yearning for equality began to

grow. Together with Martin Luther King, Jr., she gave birth to a vision and a

journey — with dreams of freedom for all. This extraordinary union of poetic text

by Ntozake Shange and monumental artwork by Kadir Nelson captures the

movement for civil rights in the United States and honors its most elegant

inspiration, Coretta Scott. Ages 4–8



Gordon Parks: How the Photographer Captured Black
and White America by Carole Boston Weatherford,

illustrated by Jamey Christoph

His white teacher tells her all-Black class, “You’ll all wind up porters and

waiters”. What did she know? Gordon Parks is most famous for being the first

Black director in Hollywood. But before he made movies and wrote books, he was

poor and looking for work. When he bought a camera, his life changed forever. He

taught himself how to take pictures and before long, people noticed. His success as

a fashion photographer landed him a job working for the government. In

Washington DC, Gordon went looking for a subject, but what he found was

segregation. He and others were treated differently because of the color of their

skin. Gordon wanted to take a stand against the racism he observed. With his

camera in hand, he found a way. Told through lyrical verse and atmospheric art,

this is the story of how, with a single photograph, a self-taught artist got America

to take notice. Ages 4–8



Preaching to the Chickens: The Story of Young John
Lewis by Jabari Asim, illustrated by E.B. Lewis

John wants to be a preacher when he grows up — a leader whose words stir

hearts to change, minds to think, and bodies to take action. But why wait? When

John is put in charge of the family farm’s flock of chickens, he discovers that they

make a wonderful congregation! So he preaches to his flock, and they listen,

content under his watchful care, riveted by the rhythm of his voice. Celebrating

ingenuity and dreaming big, this inspirational story includes an author’s note about

John Lewis, who grew up to be a member of the Freedom Riders; chairman of the

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; demonstrator on the Edmund Pettus

Bridge in Selma, Alabama; and Georgia congressman, who is still an activist today.

Ages 4–8



Harlem’s Little Blackbird: The Story of Florence Mills

by Renée Watson, illustrated by Christian Robinson

Born to parents who were both former slaves, Florence Mills knew at an

early age that she loved to sing, and that her sweet, bird-like voice, resonated with

those who heard her. Performing catapulted her all the way to the stages of 1920s

Broadway where she inspired everyone from songwriters to playwrights. Yet with

all her success, she knew firsthand how prejudice shaped her world and the world

of those around her. As a result, Florence chose to support and promote works by

fellow Black performers while heralding a call for their civil rights. Harlem’s Little

Blackbird is a timeless story about justice, equality, and the importance of

following one’s heart and dreams. Ages 3–7



Something Happened in Our Town by Marianne Celano,

Marietta Collins, and Ann Hazzard, illustrated by

Jennifer Zivoin

Something Happened in Our Town follows two families — one white, one

Black — as they discuss a police shooting of a Black man in their community. The

story aims to answer children’s questions about such traumatic events, and to help

children identify and counter racial injustice in their own lives. Includes an

extensive Note to Parents and Caregivers with guidelines for discussing race and

racism with children, child-friendly definitions, and sample dialogues. Ages 4–8



The Legendary Miss Lena Horne by Carole Boston

Weatherford, illustrated by Elizabeth Zunon

Celebrate the life of Lena Horne, the pioneering African American actress

and civil rights activist, with this inspiring and powerful picture book from

award-winning author Carole Boston Weatherford. Lena Horne was born into the

freedom struggle, to a family of teachers and activists. Her mother dreamed of

being an actress, so Lena followed in her footsteps as she chased small parts in

vaudeville, living out of a suitcase until MGM offered Lena something more — the

first ever studio contract for a Black actress. But the roles she was considered

for were maids and mammies, stereotypes that Lena refused to play. Still, she

never gave up. “Stormy Weather” became her theme song, and when she sang “This

Little Light of Mine” at a civil rights rally, she found not only her voice, but her

calling. Ages 4–8



The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated

by Rafael López

A heartening book about finding courage to connect, even when you feel

scared and alone. There will be times when you walk into a room and no one there is
quite like you. There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe it’s how you look or

talk, or where you’re from; maybe it’s what you eat, or something just as random.

It’s not easy to take those first steps into a place where nobody really knows you

yet, but somehow you do it. Jacqueline Woodson’s lyrical text and Rafael López’s

dazzling art reminds us that we all feel like outsiders sometimes-and how brave it

is that we go forth anyway. And that sometimes, when we reach out and begin to

share our stories, others will be happy to meet us halfway. Ages 4-8



Sulwa by Lupita Nyong'o

It tells the story of a little girl who "was born the color of midnight" and

feels she's treated differently than her lighter-skinned friends and family

members because of it. The tale takes a magical turn when a star comes in her

bedroom and takes her on a journey explaining the mythological origins of Day and

Night -- who are sisters. After learning about the value and beauty of the dark

night, she can embrace her dark skin, and feels "beautiful inside and out!" In an

author's note at the end, Nyong'o, who was raised in Kenya, explains how she drew

on her own experience to write this book: "Much like Sulwe, I got teased and

taunted about my night-shade skin. ... Yes, it is important to feel good about

yourself when you look in the mirror, but what is even more important is working to

be beautiful inside." Ages 4 and up



Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña

Without being heavy-handed or didactic, it teaches the value, and fun, of

acceptance, generosity, appreciation, and imagination in a less than perfect world.

Nana, a strong, graceful African-American grandmother, believes in finding beauty

in the world around her. And she lives by what she believes. By answering her

grandson's questions, she gently imparts her wisdom to him on a crosstown bus trip

that takes them from church to the soup kitchen where they help out each Sunday

after church. The language is simple and poetic, the warm-hued artwork vibrantly

energetic, and the tone lovingly accepting. This is a quiet book with an amazingly

powerful message about learning to live comfortably amid the diversity of ordinary

life. Ages 3 and up



Change Sings by Amanda Gordon, illustrator Loren Long

In this stirring, much-anticipated picture book by presidential inaugural poet

and activist Amanda Gorman, anything is possible when our voices join together. As

a young girl leads a cast of characters on a musical journey, they learn that they

have the power to make changes—big or small—in the world, in their communities,

and in most importantly, in themselves.  With lyrical text and rhythmic illustrations

that build to a dazzling crescendo by #1 New York Times bestselling illustrator

Loren Long, Change Sings is a triumphant call to action for everyone to use their

abilities to make a difference. Ages 4-8


