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The Gospel of Mark 
 

The Gospel of Mark is the oldest of the four Gospels. The earliest tradition as to 

Mark’s authorship comes from the early church father Papias. Papias claimed that 

Mark was an interpreter of Peter and wrote down what Peter said accurately but 

not in order. This is disputed but some contemporary scholars believe this 

relationship to be accurate. These scholars identify Mark with the John Mark in 

Acts and the Mark mentioned in Colossians, Philemon, II Timothy, and I Peter. 

Regardless of the identity of author of Mark it is well received that his name was 

Mark. Clifton Black, a Mark scholar, notes, “Nevertheless, it is likely that those 

who first copied this Gospel for circulation knew who the author was and that 

therefore the traditional name of the author is reliable.” 

 

The Gospel of Mark is written in a simple style and is the shortest of the four 

Gospels. The text is driven by fast-paced eipsodic narratives—almost every 

sentence begins with “and” and the word “and immediately” is used over forty 

times through the Gospel. Mark is much sparser on dialogue and narrative details 

than the other Gospels, and represents a written form of oral recounting. The most 

coherent and comprehensive section of the Gospel is the Passion which accounts 

for nearly half of the text. The New Testament scholar Martin Kähler 

famously quipped that Mark’s Gospel is a “passion narrative with an extended 

introduction.” There is no consensus on the structure of Mark, though some 

scholars point to the tripartite proclamations of Jesus as the “Son of God”— 
 

• 1:1, 11 —Introduction & Baptism  

• 9:7 — Transfiguration  

• 15:39 — The Centurion’s exclamation at the Crucifixion 



An important theme of Mark is the reinterpretation of messiahship. Mark moves 

away from messianic expectations of a military leader or king, and instead portrays 

Jesus as a teacher, prophet, and miracle worker. Mark portrays healings and 

exorcisms as one in the same: a defeat over evil. Though the miracles of Jesus are 

highlighted throughout the Gospel, Mark’s ultimate focus is on Jesus as the 

suffering messiah. The life and death of Jesus then becomes a model for what 

discipleship looks like: suffering and service. 

 

1:1 – 1:15  Prologue: The Spirit and Jesus in the World 

1:16 – 8:21   The Gospel of Power: Jesus Opposes His Enemies  

8:22 – 15:47  The Power of Suffering: Jesus and His Disciples 

16:1-8   Epilogue: The Future Victory (16:1-8) 

 

 

The Gospel of Suffering 

 
Mark’s Gospel was written during, or soon after, the first Jewish war with Rome. 

This war began in 66 CE and ended with the destruction of the temple in 70 CE. The 

community that first read the Gospel of Mark lived through this violent and 

turbulent time, and would have been intimately familiar with suffering and 

persecution.  

 

The Gospel is insistent throughout that Jesus must undergo great suffering and 

ultimately die. This becomes foundational in the Gospel’s second half when Jesus’ 

opponents transition from demons and Pharisees to the disciples themselves. Three 

times Jesus shares with his disciples that he must undergo great suffering. After 

each prediction, the disciples respond with misunderstanding and denial. This 

stems from the fact that the disciples are unwilling to accept that messiahship 

entails torture, humiliation, and death. 

 

Jesus’ passion and death are portrayed as salvific (cf. 10:45; 14:24) but also as a 

model of discipleship. For Mark discipleship is both an imitation of Christ and 

self-sacrificial service to God and others in the community for the sake of the 

gospel. This is a suffering intentionally sought after but rather the suffering one 

faces when they seek to live out the kingdom of God on earth. The Cross is the 

apex of Jesus’ suffering in Mark and paradoxically the site of victory. 
 

 

 



Readings 
 

Jesus predicts his death three times in Mark’s Gospel. After each prediction, there 

is misunderstanding and/or denial on the part of the disciples. A teaching by Jesus 

on discipleship always follows these inappropriate responses of the disciples. This 

structure is an intentional move on Mark’s part to connect the suffering of Jesus to 

what it means to be a disciple. 

 

• Prediction:     8:31   | 9:31   | 10:33-34 

• Misunderstanding:   8:32-33 | 9:33-34  | 10:35-41 

• Teaching on Discipleship: 8:34-9:1  | 9:35-50  | 10:42-45 
 

Also note the story of Jesus curing a blind man at Bethsaida that precedes these 

three predictions/misunderstandings/teachings. Like the blind man, it will take the 

disciples multiple times “to see” what Jesus is trying to teach and model. 

 

• 8:22-26 
 

Chapter 13 of Mark is known as Mark’s Little Apocalypse and contains numerous 

predictions on Jesus’ part about the destruction of the temple and future 

persecutions and suffering. To Mark’s readers these details and images would have 

been well known. Jesus’ warning stands as a reminder of what it means to be a 

disciple but also a call to be weary of those who claim to be messiahs as an avenue 

to wield power and authority over others. 

 

• 13:1-27 
 

After Christ’s death the curtain rips (15:39), a sign indicating God’s revelation and 

relationship with Israel has been extended to all people. Immediately afterwards 

the centurion (a Gentile) proclaims, “Truly this man was God’s Son” (15:39). This 

proclamation solidifies Jesus’ messiahship was one carried out through his 

suffering. Christ’s work appears as a failure from the outside, but it is ultimately a 

victory achieved only through the cross and suffering. 
 

• 15:1-41 


